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European Patent Office

▪ Activities
− Support to universities, NPOs, TTOs and research institutions
− Training package on offer
− EPO Academic Research Programme 

▪ IP teaching material, publications, recordings, videos and articles

▪ e-learning offer

▪ Pan-European Seal program
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Overview



European Patent Office

▪ IP lectures, courses, modules, seminar, workshops, summer
universities, conferences on-site and online on demand
− clear commitment and sustainability by universities, TTOs or

research institutions
− Universities participating at the Pan European Seal traineeship

programme

▪ Academic associations and networks
− EIPTN, EIPIN, ASTP, EPIP, European scientific academic 

associations etc. 
− providing experts
− Offering IP sessions
− financial contribution
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Activities - Support to universities and networks



European Patent Office

IPR seminars for students/researchers: “From idea to 
patent/From research to business”
▪ Introduction to IPRs
▪ The European patent system
▪ When, where, what to file?
▪ Searching for patents
▪ Developing an IP strategy: recognise, protect and exploit your ideas
▪ How to protect my IPRs?
▪ Exercise sessions
▪ A research success story 
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Activities - Training package on offer 



European Patent Office

Academic research programme

Goals
▪ High quality research on patent matters is important to inform policy 

makers and facilitate sound business decisions.
▪ Programme is open to scholars from various disciplines: 

economics, law, management, and data sciences. 
▪ EPO supports the research projects financially (up to 100.000€ per 

project) and provides technical support (e.g. internal expertise) 
where possible.

▪ Publication of results at EPO 
https://www.epo.org/learning/materials/academic-research-
programme/research-project-grants.html

5



European Patent Office

Products - IP teaching material

IP teaching kit (IPTK)
▪ in cooperation with EUIPO

▪ also for use with the Academy’s IP Course Design Manual
▪ exercises / case studies
▪ for university teachers and other lecturers
▪ all modules only available online

http://www.epo.org/learning-events/materials/kit.html
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European Patent Office

Online tutorial in how to use the IPTK
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European Patent Office

Course Design Manual

▪ For planning and design university courses

▪ Useful reference for presenters of IP Basics and  Advanced
− suggestions for further reading
− references to legal texts

▪ 22 modules grouped into 5 sections
− many modules correspond to those of IP Teaching Kit
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European Patent Office

Brochure: Research? Think patents 
▪ targeting mainly researchers
▪ distributed directly to them, through 
TTOs, Professors or NPOs
▪ can be used also to inform 
university management on why IP matters
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Awareness material



European Patent Office

Publications (2018) - Judiciary

www.epo.org/brussels-scenarios www.epo.org/compulsory-licensing

http://www.epo.org/brussels-scenarios
http://www.epo.org/compulsory-licensing
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Publications (2019/20)

www.epo.org/litigation-MS www.epo.org/patent-enforcement

http://www.epo.org/litigation-MS
http://www.epo.org/patent-enforcement


European Patent Office

CMR Case Studies
▪ produced by Califonia Management Review
in co-operation with the EPO in summer 2013
▪ academic analysis of 8 very different situations
of IP exploitation
▪ industry, academia

SME case studies www.epo.org/case-studies
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Publications – IP strategy and IP management

http://www.epo.org/case-studies
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3D printing and its impact on IP - Recordings



European Patent Office

▪ HTBC videos 
www.epo.org/sme-takeaways

▪ Articles
www.epo.org/learning/materials/sme/high-growth-technology-
businesses.html)
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High Growth Technology Businesses – Videos/articles

http://www.epo.org/sme-takeaways
http://www.epo.org/learning/materials/sme/high-growth-technology-businesses.html


European Patent Office

e-learning offer

▪ Academy e-learning centre under https://e-learning.epo.org

▪ Offer covers a wide variety of topics and formats

▪ Access modes:
− Guest: single modules available 24/7
− Self-paced learning paths: under free registration for an account 

in the platform
− Tutored courses: synchronous courses with real tutors
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https://e-learning.epo.org/


European Patent Office

e-learning topics - Examples

▪ Obtaining a patent
− Guide for Applicants
− Search and examination techniques for patent offices

▪ Patent documentation 
− Patent information search tools
− Benefits of availability of technical information 

▪ Patents in business
− Commercialisation and IP management

▪ Legal aspects: Litigation , Recent updates
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European Patent Office

▪ Think patents: the value of 
patent documentation for 
innovation and research: This 
self-paced training course 
deals with the role of patents in 
innovation and research, the 
conditions an invention has to 
meet in order to become a 
patent and how to use patent 
documentation for a particular 
research project.

E-learning offer for students and researchers
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https://e-courses.epo.org/course/view.php?id=353


European Patent Office

▪ In search for a patent: This self-
paced course offers a basic 
introduction to the most 
important legal and 
procedural aspects of 
patents and the European 
patent system.

▪ Case studies on successful 
business stemming from 
university innovation.

E-learning offer for students and researchers
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https://e-courses.epo.org/course/view.php?id=341


European Patent Office

E-learning offer for Judiciary

▪ Various modules / webinars related to law and practice on 
patentability issues, enforcement

▪ Most comprehensive curriculum: “Patent litigation A-Z”

▪ Example of Block 1:

▪ www.epo.org/judicial-training: 
everything related to 
judicial training and links to 
various publications and 
E- learning courses
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https://e-courses.epo.org/course/view.php?id=57
http://www.epo.org/judicial-training


European Patent Office

▪ Our "Talk innovation" Podcasts
provides perspectives on innovation today through interviews with 
experts, whether our patent examiners, inventors or specialists in the 
commercialisation of innovation 

20

“Talk innovation” Podcasts

https://www.epo.org/news-events/podcast.html


Please do not use photos for which the 
EPO does not have copyright. If you need 
any images, please contact:
graphic_design_munich@epo.org
or 
graphic_design_the_hague@epo.org

European Patent Office

Video tutorials

▪ IP tools - Put your 
business idea in context
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mailto:graphic_design_munich@epo.org
mailto:graphic_design_the_hague@epo.org
https://e-courses.epo.org/course/view.php?id=47
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Recorded virtual classrooms on patent information



European Patent Office

▪ Bridge between academia and the IP labour market
▪ Directed to high-achieving young university graduates 
▪ Traineeship in law, economics & business administration, science & 

engineering and international relations & communication

More information to be found: 
Pan-European Seal
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https://www.epo.org/learning/materials/pan-european-seal.html


European Patent Office

Assessing patentability requirements at the EPO – (Nov. ‘20)
▪ Self-paced course on the importance of the patentability 

requirements which serve as starting point to understand and 
evaluate your application and invention

▪ 1 ECTS IP online (synchronous and asynchronous) course for 
beginners and advanced level “Know IP, use IP!” for graduate 
and PhD schools for Q4 to be launched

▪ Redesign of IPTK with EUIPO planned for 2020
▪ NEW case studies on technology transfer
to come in January
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Outlook 



European Patent Office

More information

▪ www.epo.org

▪ https://e-courses.epo.org/

▪ Sign up to email alerts to stay informed: 

www.epo.org/academy-alert
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http://www.epo.org/
https://e-courses.epo.org/
http://www.epo.org/academy-alert


European Patent Office

Any questions?

Giovanna Oddo
Programme area manager - Academia

European Patent Academy 
European Patent Office

goddo@epo.org
www.epo.org
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